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Sgkious and Fare. 


THOUGHT 85 (12 


is a very dark, but a juſt Pic- 
ture of the Face of Things around 
J us, which a great Prelate Ia] bas 
lately drawn, who thus paints 
and — the Complection of the Times. 

* An open Diſregard to Religion is be- 
* come, through a Variety of unhappy Cauſes, 
** the diſtinguiſhing Character of the preſent 
* Age. This evil is grown to à great Height 
ein the Metropolis of the Nation; is daily 
. ſpreading through every Part of it; bring» 
* ing in ſuch Diſſoluteneſs and Contempt of 
65 e in the higher Part of the World, 


A 2 and 
La] Biſhop of Oxford's Charge to his Clergy : p. 4, 5, 6. 
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4 BY ſuch profligate Intemperance inf Pegs 

ic leſsneſs of committing. Crimes in the lower, 
das muſt, if this Torrent of Impiety ſtop 
© not, become abſolutely fatal: And o 
5 knows, far from ſtopping, it receives, 


ö ” 


e through the ill Defighs of ſome, and the 


" 1 of others, continual In- 
«© excale. ' | 
Fans rh aui i is now ridiculed and railed 
* at with very little Reſerve; and the Teach- 
* ers of it without any at all, — Diſregard 
* to public Worſhip and Inſtruction hath in- 
* creaſed: Many are grown prejudiced a- 
4 gainſt Religion; many more indifferent 
* about it. The Emiſſaries of the Church 
«'of Rome have begun to reap great Harveſts 
« in the Field, which hath thus been pre- 
ce pared for n 
This melancholy State of Things (his 
2 Lordſhip proceeds) calls loudly upon us 
« (the Clergy) to correct our Miſtakes; to 
, ſupply our Deficiencies ; and earneſtly 
* fo beg of 60D, that he would direct 
« the Hearts of thoſe who preſide over 
ce the public Welfare, and humbly to 
e repreſent to them, on all fit Occaſions, 
« the declining State of Religion, and the 
5 Impor- 


« Puties. 


(5) 


* Importance and the Means of Preſerving 


.it. Theſe Ran are Wer 

It is from a deep Senſe of this Duty, =. 
Lord, that I preſume 'thus to addreſs your 
Lordſhip ; and humbly to' ſuggeſt ſome Ocs 
caſions of this ſpreading Evil, which "ſeem | 
not to have been fo thoroughly and ſo ſeri- 
ouſly adverted to, as their Importance de- 
ſerves. To know the Cauſe of a Diſeaſe, 
in the Body politic as well as natural, is the 
firſt Step to its Cure. The Cauſes of the 
preſent prevailing Scepticiſmm are, no Doubt, 
complicated and various. The Strictneſs of 
the Chriſtian Morals, and the Reftraint 
which the Goſpel lays upon the corrupt Ap- 
petites of Men, is, probably, a chief Cauſe 
of ſome Men's violent Oppoſition to it. But 
there are, my Lord, I apprehend, a Variety 
of inferior Cauſes, Offences ,the Goſpel calls 
them, which co-operate and help it on; 
Offences, which confirm greatly Men's Preju- 
dices againſt CHRISTIANITY; and which 
ſtrongly tempt, and feem to warrant, their 
treating Things reputed Sacred with much 
Drollery and Ridicule : Offences, which are 
found, not in it's Profeſſors only, but in 


thoſe 


(6) 
thoſe who are ſet for it's N. and 


Defence. 


this Subject? Things evidently ſeem to drayy, 

as his Lordſhip above obſerves, to a dange- 
tous and important Cris. When the Exi- 
gency of Affairs preſſes, a Liberty of Speech 
may with ſome Confidence be claimed, 
Will your Lordſhip then indulge me, whilſt 
with no greater Freedom than the great 
Danger of the Cauſe ſeems plainly to require, 
I endeavour to point out ſome Things, which 
hang as a portentous Weight upon the Cauſe 
of chRISTIANIT , and are ſome of the 
fatal Stones, at which the Sceptics of the 
preſent Age ſtumble, dangerouſly ſtumble, 
and ſometimes fall. I is impoſſible, we are 
told, but Offences will come : but Woe to that 
Man, Woe to that Church, by whom the O 
fence cometh! 

Great, it muſt be owned, is the Felicity 
of this Nation in having ſo many of its eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy, whoſe Learning and whoſe 
Lives reflect Honour on their Proſeſſion, and 
whoſe Writings have bleſs'd the World with 
ſome of the nobleſt Defences of Virtue and 

Religion. 
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g May I be permitted, my Lord, with the 
| Freedom of a Chriſtian, to expoſtulate on 


(7) 

Religion. But, as Matters are at preſent 
conſtituted, ate there not ſome Things, which 
greatly abate the Force of the ſtrongeſt Ar- 

uments they offer? Some Prejudices, which 
too naturally and too juſtly ariſe, of which diſ- 
affected Minds ayail themſelves not a little in 
their Oppoſition to CHRISTIANITY? 
The fit unhappy Cauſe of the Growth 
of Infidelity, which I beg leave to mention, 
is a general Apptehenſion that the Clergy 
themſelves are not thoroughly perſaaded of 
the Truth and Importance of the Cbriſtian 
Religion, inaſmuch as they ſolemnly fubſcribe 
Articles, which they do not really believe; and 
declare publicly, in Gop's Preſence, their 
unfeigned Aſent and Conſent to Forms, in Di- 
vine Worſhip, which they highly a:ſapprove ; 
perhaps, heartily condemn, 

If this Apprehenfion, my Lord, appears 
to be well founded: if there is good Reaſon 
to think, that your Lordſhips, the B:/hops, 
do rigorouſly impoſe, and that the Clergy 
ſubſcribe, Articles of Religion which neither 
you, nor they, do really believe; And that, in 
the moſt ſalema Manner, your Lordſhipsre- 
quire, and they readily give, unfeigned ff- 
fent and Confent to certain Matters and Porms, 

. Which, 
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which, at the ſame Time, you botbjudge to be 


highly cenſurable and wrong—— What will, 


my Lord, what muſt a doubting Enquirer 


naturally conclude; but, that the Profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity is all Artifice and Pretence! 
T hat there is no ſuch Thing as Conſcience, 
Integrity, or Faith in Tranſactions, relating 
to ecclefiaſiical Concerns ! That the Terrors, 
which the Goſpel threatens to the Hypocrite 
and Unbeliever, are known, by thoſe who 
preach them, to be all but an empty Phan- 
tom; as are the Rewards alſo, which it pro- 
miſes to thoſe who are couragious to confeſs 
and ayow the Truth! [5] | 
; The 


[4] Biſhop Burnet ſays — © He is forced to declare: 
© That having had much free Converſation with many 
< who have been fatally corrupted with atheiſtic and in- 
« fidel Principles; they have very often own'd to him, 
« that Nothing ſo much promoted this in them as the 
« very bad Opinion which they took up, of all Clergy- 
« men of all Sides,” 

4 That they did not fee in them that Contempt of the 
9% World—that Diligence and Earneſtneſs with Relation 
©« to the great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
&« they reckoned they would moſt certainly have, if they 
« themſelves firmly believed it. They therefore concluded; 


ce that thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was more ſtrictly to en- 


« quire into the Truth of their Religion, knew that 
« it was not ſo certain, as they themſelves, for other 
: | F Ends, 


r 


(9) 

The Articles of Religion, which your Lords 

ſhips oblige every Clergyman to ſabſcribe, and 
which every Clergyman does with great Solem- 
nity ſubſcribe, it is notorious to the whole 
World are ſtrongly, what is called, Trinitari- 
an and Calviniſtic: little leſs notoriqus is itz 
that the Clergy are, generally, gone far from the 
religious Sentiments which the Articles expreſs, 
and are many, or even moſt of them either 
Unitarian or Arminian. What, then, can any 
ſerious impartial Spectator judge; when Gen- 
tlemen in the Unitarian Scheme ſubſcribe ſos 
lemnly, in 60D's Preſence, (i. e. calling up- 
on HIM to witneſs to the Sincerity and Truth 
with which they ſubſcribe) the Firff, the 
Second, and the Eighth Articles of the 
Church, which ſtrongly aſſert— Art. I. That 
there is but oxR living and true GoD—And 
in the uniTY of this GodntaAD, there be 
THREE PERSONS OF ONE SUBSTANCE, POWS 
ER AND ETERNITY, the Father, Son and 
B Holy 


© Ends, endeavoured to make the World believe it was: 
* And that though, for the carrying on their own Au- 
& thority or Fortunes, which in one Word they called 
c their Trade, they ſeemed very poſitive in affirming 
de the Truth of their Doctrine, yet they in their own 
Hearts did not believe it, fince they lived ſo little ſuita- 
* ble to it.” Paſferal Care, Preface: pag. 15, 16. 


|| (10) 
Boh Ghoſt, Art. II. That the so, is THE V E- 
il RY and ETERNAL GOD of ONE SUBSTANCE 
i Ss with the FATHER—Art, VIII. And that the 
\ Creed of Athanaſius ought thoroughly to be re- 
| ceived and believed; for it may be proved by 
moſt certain Warrants of holy Scripture? 

In like Manner the Gentlemen who favour 
what is called the Arminian Scheme, and reject 


the Calviniſtic, ſtand forth before 60D, and 0 

ſubſcribe, and declare that they do it willingly 3 

and ex animo (i. e. ſincerely and from their a 

heart,) te Ninth, Thirteenth, Seventeenth 

and Eighteenth Articles, as likewiſe the Twen- ? 

tieth, which expreſsly afftirm—Art. IX. That 

ORIGINAL, cr BIRTH-=SIN 7s the Fault or P 

Corruption of the Nature of every Man, that { 

is naturally ingendred of the Offspring of Adam; | 

and in every Perſon born into this World it px- 7 

| SERVETH GoOD's WRATH and DAMNATION, eq 

| Art. XIII. That Works done before the Grace be 

if of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, th, 
| are not pleaſing to 60D, foraſmuch as they | X. 
if ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do Ce, 
i they make Men meet to receive Grace; yea, —We of 
9 doubt not but they have the Nature bf Sin. — | 
| Art. XVII. That pREDESTINAT10N 70 Life the 


is the everlaſiing Purpoſe of 60D, whereby (be- une 
fore | 


En 

Fore the Foundation of the World)” be hath 
conſtantly decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us, 
fo deliver from Curſe and Damnation thofe 
whom he bath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, 
and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting Sal- 
vation, as Veſſels made to Honour,, And as 
the godly Conſideration of Predeſtination, and 
our Election in Chriſt, is full of fweet, plea- 
fant and unſpeakable Comfort to godly Perſons ; 
fo far curious and carnal Perſons, lacking the 
Spirit of Chriſt, to have continually before 
their Eyes the Sentence of GoD's Predeſtt- 
nation, is a moſt dangerous ' Downfall, whereby 
the Devil doth thruſt them either into Deſ- 
eration, or into Wretchedneſs of moſt unclean 
Living, 

Art. XVIII. They alſo are to be held accurſed, 
who preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſau- 
ed by the Law or Sect which be profeſſeth, ſo that 
he be diligent to frame bis Life according to 
that Law, and the Light of Nature.—Art. 
XX. The Church hath Power to decree Rites or 
Ceremonies, and Authority in (untroverſies 
of Faith. | | 

Tursr, my Lord, are Articles, which 
the Church repreſents as the plain and the 
undoubted Doctrines of Chriſtianity. This 

4 B 2 | it 


(ra) 
it declares to be the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; 
And theſe it obliges every one of its Miniſters 


to ſubſcribe with his Hand, in the Preſence 


of Almighty cop, and ſolemnly to declare, 
that he believes them to be agreeable to the 


Word of gop [c}, before he is admitted to 


officiate in that Character. 

Now if the Generality of the Clergy Id] do 
in their Conſciences believe this (in ſome 
one, at leaſt, or more Points) to be a very 
wrong Repreſentation of the Poctrines of 

CHRIS» 
le] Canon, XXXVI. | 

[4] © Predeflination, (fays a learned Member of that 
Body) * a Doctrine ſhocking, and manifeſtly contrary 
< toall the Notions Men naturally have of ao, as a 
<« wiſe, juſt, and good Being, was oppoſed by Arminius 3. 
&« wholeft behind him a Man better qualified than himſelf, 
ie tocarry on the Cauſe he had eſpouſed, I mean the great 
« Epiſcopius; whoſe Writings ſoon flew all over Europe, 
« and were much read by the Divines of the Church of 
England, and to very good Purpoſe ; for ſoon after 


« Calviniſm vaniſhed from amongſt them quite and 


« clean.” CLarxge's Eſay on Study, pag. 13, 16. 
So the Biſhop of Vincheſter, in his late excellent Ser- 
mons, © acknowledges it a Thing beyond all Contra- 
« diftion, that the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
« delivered in its Articles, relating to Fuftificatzon, G 0D's 
« Decrees, and what are called the five Points, hath un- 
« dergone ſuch Alterations as to be entirely changed, in 
« the Writings and Diſcourſes of moſt of the Members 


* of that Church: Serm. on Contending for the Faith. 
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(13) 
CHRISTIANITY ; a Repreſentation injurious 
to the Perfections of GoD; very highly 
diſhonourable and repugnant to the Geſpel- 
scheme; but do nevertheleſs conſent thus 
folemnly to ſubſcribe the Articles above= 
mentioned, and to declare them agreeable to 
the Scriptures —— What, my Lord, I again 
aſk, with great Aſtoniſhment and Concern, 
will, not only ſagacious Deiſts, but every 
attentive Perſon, with good reaſon pre- 
ſume— But that Honeſty and Truth are fled 
from the Earth: at leaſt, that the church is 
no more the ſacred Temple, where theſe 
heavenly Gueſts dwell! What, but that 
the Contempt of Principle complained of as 
brought into the higher Part of the World, 
reigns not only there; but that it ſpreads,” 
and reigns terribly in another Order of Men ; 
an Order, whoſe chief Deſign, and whoſe 


only Glory it is, to be Patterns, as well as 


Preachers of uncorrupted Faith and In- 
tegrity amongſt Men : who, no farther than 
they act up to this their primitive Deſign, 
are of any Benefit to Society; and in what 
Meaſure they countera# it, by ſhewing 4 
Contempt of Principle, and exhibit Patterns 
of Double - Dealing and Infincerity to the 

World, 


GT oo —Leo— 


(14) 
World, they become of all Men the moſt 


unworthy: and inſtead of meriting the 
Eſteem, deſerve nought but the Contempt 


and the Indignation of Society. If the Salt. 


bath Ieft its Saltnefs, the ſupreme Judge hath 
expreſsly ſaid, relating to this very Point, 
it is caſt out to the Dunghil, and trodden un- 


der Foot. 
Original Sin, one of the moſt learned of 


our preſent Biſhops d] hath frankly declared 


tc to be 4 Contradiction in Terms: For as 
© the Word Sin implies an Act of the 


i Will, fo the Word Original implies the 


«© direct contrary ; and ſuppoſes the crimi- 
tc nal Act to have been committed by anotber 
* Perſon, to which Act that Perſon, to whom 
« the Sin is imputed, neither contributed by 
« Thought, Word, or Deed.” 

But, beſides the Contradifion in Terms, 
which the learned Biſhop aſſerts; to affirm, 
my Lord, as the Article (Art. IX.) is ſup- 
poſed to do, that every Member of the hu- 
man Race, upon the Account of Adam's Sin 


_ doth really merit God's wrath and damnation: 


that is to ſay, that Infants are no ſooner born 

than they become juſt Objects of Gop's heavy 
Anger, 

(4] Thoughts on Selſ- Love, innate Ideas, &c, p. 17, 


1s 
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(15) 


Anger, and deſerve to be DAMNED: fo be 


DAMNED for an AF in which they had not 
the leaſt Share; An Act committed Si Thou- 


fand Years before they came into Being. — 


That the all- perfect and bleſſed 60D is angry, 
even to Wrath, with the Work of his own 
Hands, who never have done, were never 
capable of doing the leaſt Thing to of 


fend Him — This, my Lord, will be pro- 


nounced a Doctrine ſo abhorrent to Nature, 
to Juſtice, to Truth, (may it not be ſaid ſo 
impious and profane) that it is candidly pre- 
ſumed, that there is not one ſenſible and ſo- 
ber Clergyman in the Kingdom who believes 
it: And yet, aſtoniſhing to conſider! there 
is not one Clergyman in the Kingdom, but 
hath ſolemnly ſub/cribed it: Not one Bi- 
ſboß in the Kingdom, but abſolutely inſiſts 
upon it, as an indiſpenſible Condition of Ad- 
miſſion to the Chriſlian Miniſtry ; even the 
learned Biſhops not excepted, who are pre- 
ſumed to know and to acknowledge it to be 
a Contradifion in Terms, 

Is there any Virtue, my Lord, or Ho- 
nour ; any Prudence or Diſcretion in ſuch 
Prockdure as this? Does it not directly tend 
to violate and lay waſte the Conſcience; to 


throw 


and Fal/e-ſwearing in the State ſeems near as 


— 


626) 


throw down every Fence of Integrity and 


Truth ; to open a Way for all Manner of 
Licentiouſneſs both of Principle and of Prac- 
tice, to break in like a Deluge, and to ſweep 
from Society all Diſtinction betwixt Right and 


Wrong? For, why, it may be juſtly aſked, 


ſhould it be accounted more criminal to e- 
quivocate and collude on the Exchange, than 
in the Church? Yea, why more atrocious 
to kiſs the Book in a Civil Court in Atteſtation 
to a Fact, which I believe not to be true; 
than to ſubſcribe before 60D Articles of Re- 
Jigion, which I believe to be falſe? To me, 
my Lord, I profeſs ſolemnly, the Actions 
appear much the ſame in a moral Eſtimation; 


reconcileable to Honeſty and Truth, as falla- 


cious and inſincere ſubſcribing in the Church. - 


There are a Variety of evaſive Shifts, I 
know, of mental Reſervations and forced 
Explications, by which Gentlemen endeavour 
to ſoften and extenuate their Conduct in this 
Matter: but if weighed in an impartial Ba- 
lance, theſe will be found to be of a Nature 
unſpeakably detrimental, and even deſtruc- 
tive, to Society ; tending utterly to defeat 
the Uſe of Language amongſt Men; to con- 

found 
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ſound Sentiments and Ideas; to baniſh all 
Preciſion, and indeed all Meaning, irom 
Words; and to bring in everlaſting Darkneſs 
and Ambiguity in their ſtead,” In ſhort, they 
are ſuch, as if any Man ſhould preſume to 
ule in commercial or civil Life, would he not 
for ever forfeit his Honour upon the Ex- 
change, or in a Court of Juſtice; rouze a 
general Indignation ; and deliver up his Cha- 
racer to laſting Infamy and Reproach ? 

There are, my Lord, I apprehend, no Sub- 
terfuges or Softenings, by which an Arian 
can ſubſcribe the Doctrines, and the Curſe, 
of Arhanaſms's Creed; or an Arminian the 
Article of Original Sin; and declare ſolemn- 
ly that he believes them 70 be agreeable to 
the Word of 60D; but what would in like 
Manner juſtifie him, were a good Revenue 
annexed, in ſubſcribing alſo this Fertieth Ar- 
ticle, Viz. That there is bus one Gop, and 
that Mahommed 7s his Prophet: Yea, but 
what would juſtifie him in eluding the ſtricteſt 
Examination in a Court of Juſtice upon Oath, 
and in diſguiſing or concealing the Truth in 
a Cauſe of the greateſt Moment in Meſimin- 
fier-Hall, 


O 8 And 


618) 
And is not this to give Occaſon to thoſe 
who are too ready to ſeek Occaſion, not 
only to diſbelieve, but to reproach and viliſie 
our moſt holy RELIG10N? Is it ſtrange, if 
ſagacious Deiſts ridicule the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood; inſult a Character and an Office ſo ſur- - | 
reptitiouſly obtained ; and treat all their pre- 
tended Zeal about Dofrines and Truth as 
moſt nauſeous Grimace | The Temptation 
is exceeding ſtrong : and no Wonder it has 
had a very powerful Effect. 

And here, my Lord, might I be indulged, 
I would beg Leave for a Remark on the 
extreme Vanity and Inutility, not to ſay the 
prolific Mz/chief, of thus demanding Sub- 
fſertptions to human Articles and Forms: 
And to expreſs Aſtoniſhment, that a Meaſure 
ſo palpably abſurd ſhould have gained for ſo 
long a time ſo deep a Footing in the Church. 
he The Holy Scriptures your Lordſhip, and 
1 | all Proteſtant Divines, acknowledge to be a 
Perfect Rule of Faith: In them all needful 
and important Doctrines, are /o plainly re- 
vealed, in Words dictated by the Holy 
| GnosT, that no fncere Perſon carr poſſibly 
Pi miſtake concerning them, ſo as dangerouſly 
1 to err. Subſcription, therefore, to theſe 


0 Scrip- 


(t9) 
Scriptures is all that the Intereſt of 7 ruth and 
of Religion doth really require. Now, ſhould 
any Man upon Earth, or any Body of Men, 
take upon them to draw up Articles and 
Formula's of Faith, in Words different from 
the holy Scriptures, and to propoſe them as 
a Rule of Faith or a Teſt of Truth to others; 
what, my Lord, is the real Nature, or the 
proper Language of ſuch an Action? Is it 
not plainly this; that he thinks himſelf 
able to define the Doctrines of Revelation in 
apter and more proper Terms than thoſe of the 
Holy Ghoji? Does he not in Effect ſay, 
that the great Truths of Religion, as they 
ſtand revealed in the Scriptures (in Words 
which not Man's Wiſdom, but which the 
Wiſdom of 60D dictated) are not ſo diſtinctly 


and clearly eyprefled as Man's Wiſdom, (yea, 


as his own Wiſdom) is able to expreſs them? 
And is not this, my Lord, preſumptuouſly 
to ſet himſelf up as a Corrector of the noLY 
GHosT? to declare himſelf capable of 
mending the Revelation? and to profeſs him- 
ſelf authoriſed to diftate to the Faith of 


others, and to interpret the Scriptures for 
them ? 


C 2 Will 
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Will it be faid — But crafty and corrupt 
Men pervert the Words of the Holy Gheft, 
and ſkreen dangerous Errors under ſcriptural 
Forms. Let it be faid : And will not craf- 
ty and corrupt Men as eafily pervert, and 
as lightly violate and break through all the 
Articles and Forms which human Skill can 
devife, or human Prudence preſcribe ? Does 
not the plaineſt Reaſon and Nature of the 
Thing ſpeak, that thus it will be? Has not 
the Experience of Fourteen Hundred Years 
put it beyond all Doubt? Will any Ar- 
ticles or Forms of Doctrine prove a Fence 
againſt a Man of an inſincere and corrupt 
Heart, or keep him out of the Church? 
No: He will ever ſwim with the Stream; 
he will declare or ſubſcribe any Thing, 
as his worldly Intereſt directs. No, my 
Lord, it is Men of Virtue and Integrity 
only, your Lordſhip well knows, that can 
poſſibly be affected here: it is Men of Prin- 
ciple and Conſcience only, that theſe Subſcrip- 
tions are ever capable of keeping out of the 
Church : So that, if rightly conſidered, it is 
not in their Nature to be the leaſt Guard 
againſt Error, nor the leaſt Security to Truth, 


And when withal it is remembred, how in 


* all 


( 21 ) 
all Ages of the Church they have been moſt 
miſchievouſly employed by the ſeveral Parties 
of Chriſtians as they alternately -prevailed! 
What Wrecks they have made of Conſcience ! 
What Sacrifices of Integrity to human Igno- 
rance and Pride! What Engines they have 
proved in the Hands of the Rulers of. the 
Darkneſs of this World to torture and oppreſs 
good Men, and to exalt and aggrandize the 
Bad! — Scarce any Thing can be more 
amazing, than that a Meaſure fo notoriouſly 
prepoſterous and abſurd; a Meaſure fo di- 
realy tending to bring Corruption into the 
Church, and to keep. Integrity and Conference 
out; ſhould ever have been patronized, and 
even vehemently urged, by Men, unqueſtion- 
ably both wiſe and good. 

What has been above ſuggeſted with Re- 
ference to Subſcriptions to Articles of Religion, 
is it not, my Lord, in great Meaſure applica- 
ble to the Declaration of unfeigned Aſent and 
Conſent to ALL and EVERY THING Contained 
and preſcribed in and by the Book of Common- 
Prayer, which every Clergyman is obliged, 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to make! That 
there are a Variety of Things contained in 
that Bock, which a great Number of the 
Clergy, 


(22) 

Clergy, of diſtinguiſhed Virtue and Senſe, 
conſider as highly cenſurable, and wiſh 
earneſtly to have reform<d, your Lordſhip, 
it 'is preſumed, and the World cannot but 
know. [e] | 

But this Aſent and Conſent, which the 
Law requires of them, obliges not to the bare 
Uſe only (though to «ſe Forms in Divine 
Worſhip which in one's Conſcience are be- 
lieved to be not agreeable to the Divine Will, 
and which are apprehended to give wrong 
and injurious Repreſentations of the great 
Things of Religion, ſeems abſolutely repug- 
nant to that Reverence of the DEITY which 
is eſſential to his rational and acceptable 
Worſhip) 


" - fe] The Order for Reading in public Worſhip the 


apocryphal Romances of Tobit, Bell and the Dragon— 
Sponſors introduced to the Excluſion of the Parents. 
The Pue/tions put to the Infant, and the Anſwers ex- 
peed from it, in the Office of Baptiſm. The authori- 
tative Abſolution and Forgiveneſs of all Sin, direted to 
be pronounced in the Viſitation of the Sick. - The Ex- 
preſſions of ſtrong Hope of the Happineſs after Death of 
ſome of the vileſt of Men in the Office for Burial.— The 
Creed called Athanaſius's ; with the dreadful Sentence of 
Damnation; moſt certain, inevitable, everlaſting Damna- 
tien; upon every Soul of Man that doth not thoroughly 
believe it Vid. Candid Diſquifitions, Appeal 10 the 
Common Senſe of all Chriftian People, &c. 


(23) 

Worſhip) but this Aſent and Conſent, I ſay, 
obliges not to a bare U/e only (as the Parlia- 
nent itſelf, after a ſolemn Debate expreſsly 
determined) but to an Approbution, as well 
as Uſe, of the Things contained in that 
Rook. [/] Accordingly, they are not only 
to declare, but to ſubſcribe with their Hands, 
That the Common-Prayer- Bool contains no- 
thing in it contrary to the Word of Gov. [g] 

Now whether the Clergy's giving, in this 
ſolemn Manner, unfeigned Aſent and Conſent 
to Things, which, it is notorious, many, 
if not moſt, of the wiſeſt and moſt ſerious 
greatly diſapprove, does at all magnify their 
Character; is for the Honour of Chriſtiani- 
ty; or of any Service to the Cauſe of Virtue and 
Truth rather, whether it has not had, 
and muſt not neceſſarily have, a contrary 
very pernicious and fatal Effect? — is with 
all Humility ſubmitted to your „ | 
ſerious Conſideration. 
1 Infidelity gains Ground: looſe and im- 
moral Principles ſpread dangerouſly among 
1 all 


[/] Vid. An Extract from the Journal of the Houſe 
of Lords. Calamy's Life of Baxter; Vol, I, pag. 205, 
And ſecond Defence, pag, 119. 


le] Canon XXXVI. 
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all Ranks: Foundations ſeem to ſhake : The 
Generality of Mankind, glad to be ſet free 
from the Reſtraints of Religion, have an Ear 
always open to what can plauſibly be faid to 
weaken it's Authority, and to diſcredit Re- 
velation. Should the Conduct of it's Miai- 
ſters give Ground for ſtrong Preſumption, 
that, amidſt all the Zeal and Solemnity of 
external Appearances, they think *//ghtly of 
theſe Things themſelves; and ſubſcribe and 
declare, not according to the real Senſe and 
Judgment of their own Mind, but as 
worldly Intereſt, or Party, or Preterment in- 
vite. What Wonder, my Lord, if Men of 
unſettled Principles, or of vicious and bad 
Hearts, catch greedily at the Occaſon, and 
pour out all their Stores of Wit and Ridi- 
cule, of Contempt and Execration on them 
rave with little Reſerve againſt Prieſts and 
their Craft; call Religion a Cheat; and 
plunge into the deepeſt Horrors of Scep- 
ticiſn and Inſidelity ! 

What Wonder, © if it brings in ſuch 
« Diflolutenels and Contempt of Principle 


« in the higher Part of the World (as his | 


« good Lordſhip above obſerves) and ſuch 
e profligate Intemperance and Fearleſneſs of 
com- 


(Ss) 
„ committing Crimes, in the lower, as 
re muſt, if this Torrent of Impiety ſtop 
e not, become abſolutely fatal.” Finally, 
what wonder, to hear the, People trifling 
with Damnation and mutual Curſes in the 
Streets, when thirteen Times a Year they | 
hear theic Leaders in Religion trifling (much 
worſe than trifling) with them in their ſolemn 
Offices in the Church! It is certainly, my 
Lord, Matter of very ſerious Doubt, whether 
all the Curſes and Damnations, which are 
wantonly poured out by the Army, the 


Navy, and the lower Claſſes of Mankind, 


are really more offenſive to Almighty Gon, 
or attended with greater Guilt, or more 
threaten to draw down divine Diſpleaſure 


| upon the Land, than rhoſe which are de- 


nounced ſolemnly by the ſtanding Order of 
the cu uRcu [a]. 

The unhappy Diviſſons, under which the 
Chriſtian Church labours, the Se&s and Se- 
parations, into which it is ſplit, are, doubt- 


A leſs, to be conſidered as greatly prejudicial 


to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and as another 
fatal Occaſion of the Growth of Infidelity, 


D May 
[a] Vid. Article IX. and XVIII. Canon. 2, 3, 4; 


6, 7, 8,——Andthe Athanaſian Creed; 


( 26 ) 


May I be permitted, my Lord, to expoſ- 
tulate freely on this Head; and to enquire 
whether your Lordſhip has not here alſo 
a great Deal to apprehend from the Trial of 
2 future Day. 
It is a Sentiment of great Weight, with 
4 which his Lordſhip of London, in his late 
is. excellent Sermons [B], preſſes Unbelievers, 
extremely applicable to the preſent Subject. 
att The Caſe betwixt your Lordſhips, and 
© thoſe Fellow-Chriſtians you reject, - muf# 
& ge once more argued before the Tudgment= 
« Seat of 60D, Do you rejeft them becauſe—— 
% Confider well. I this @ Reaſon that will 
« ;uftifie you to the Face of 60D?” 
The Power of Ordination, or of ſending 
forth Miniſters to officiate in the Chriſtian | 
Church, is conſidered as 4 Truſt committed | 
ſolely to your Lordſhips, by chRIST the ſu- | 


1 
4 


preme PASTOR; committed to your Lord- 


fſhips, exclufrve of all others; A Truſt, my I 
Lord, of a Nature extremely important: 3 
upon the right Diſcharge of which the In- 
tereſt of that Church, which he hath purs 
chaſed with bis own Blood ; its Inſtruction and 
Growth in Knowledge and Goodneſs, very i 
greatly 


f 


J] Diſcourſe I. Page 33. 
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greatly depends, 4, Truft, therefore, moſt 
ſurely, to be accounted for with great Strict- 
neſs to Him the ſupreme PASTOR, from whom 
it was received, | 

But, ſuppoſe, my Lord, it hould then be 
aſked, as there is the higheſt Reaſon to appre- 
hend it will be aſked. —— © How was it 
te that you refuſed to commit this Miniſtry to 
te any, but to thoſe who would ſubſcribe and 
e declare unfeigned Aſent to certain Articles 
ce and Forms, which you knew to be no Doc- 
« trines nor Parts of my Religion! Were 
« you not—Cbharged, before & o p, and the 
& Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, to 
* nothing in this Matter by Partiality, 
* preferring one before another, upon any ſe- 
* cular Conſiderations ! 1 Tim. v. 21. Had 


n 
* * you Authority from Go0D to put this Yoke 
ſu- * upon the Neck of my Diſciples, and thus 


* to limit this Truſt! Were you not con- 
= * vinced that by this Limitation you ex- 
X *« cluded from the Chriſtian Miniſtry many 
„faithful and worthy Perſons; Men capable 
* of great Service, and duely qualified for it, 
* according to my Law, preſcribed in the 
cc Scripture Canon? By what Authority, 
" then, or by what Law did you deprive the 
D 2 « Chriſtian 


(28) 
« Chriſtian Church of the Miniſtrations of 
F* theſe Perſons, and them of the Opportuni- 
de ty of miniſtring therein?“ 

In that critical and awful Moment, my 
Lord, will it be ſufficient to reply, (yet what 
elſe can be replied !) It was by the 
Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, and by 
the Adi of Uniformity, which commanded 
not to receive them, to either the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry or Communion, but upon Terms of 
their deviſing: in Obedience to that Autho- 
rity we rejected them from both. 

With what a Look of Indignation will 
fuch a Plea be received by the ſurrounding 
Army of Martyrs; who nobly facrificed 
their Lives, rather than facrifice their Con- 
ſcience to the Authority of the Civil Magi/- 
trate + And how ſevere a Frown muſt it 
draw from the Face of the JupGe! - 
« Did the Civil Magiſtrate die for you ? 
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4 ere you baptized into his Name; or re- 

1 de deemed by hrs Blood? Can the Ci Ma- 
1 e giſtrate now fave you, or give you Admiſ- 3 
9 e ſion into the Kingdom of Heaven? He 
f te gave you, indeed, the Honours and Emolu- | 
| * ments of his Kingdom: and for theſe you | 

1 F paid him Homage, the Homage of Con- 

j 50 ſcrence, . 
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« ſcjence, by acknowledging bis Authority to 
& make Laws in my Kingdom; and by im- 
* pofing, at his Pleaſure, ſuch Terms of 
©« Ordination, and of Communion in the 
* Chriſtian Sacraments, as I never injoined : 
And thus to the notorious Impeachment 
* of my Authority, to the Injury of my 
* Diſciples, and to the dividing of my Church, 
* you publickly rejected thoſe whom you 
* knew, or might have known, that I h- 
te noured and received. And verily, inſomuch 
ce as ye did it to theſe MY BRETHREN, ye 
c did it unto ME. — Was it not my ex- 
* preſs Command that you ſhould call ng 
te Man upon Earth, MASTER; that you ſhould 
* acknowledge no Authority in Matters of 
Religion but that of JzsUs CHRIST! Was 
&© not this Autbority a Prerogative, a Glory, 
* given in Reward of my meritorious . Death? 
&« Is not the LAMB that was ſ{ain, and is not 
«te ALONE, worthy to receive this Honour ? . 
* But by ſubmitting to another Sovereign in 
* Things: pertaining to Religion, and en- 
* forcing bis Laws to the Excluſion of my 


J | * Servants from the Chriſtian Miniſtry and 


* Church, to that Spvereign has your Alle» 
* glance been ynworthily transfered. — Yee, 


cc if 
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te if he can now reward the Homage you 
% have paid him! — Whoever thus ſeeks to 
t (ti) obey and pleaſe Men, he js not the 
: < Servant of CHRIST : Gal. i. 10,” —— 
The Brethren, my Lord, whom you 
reject, have lodged their Appeal before a ſu- 
preme Court: there you are to appear with 
them, and the Cauſe is to be reheard. — Cort 
der well : (to reſume the Words of the good 
Biſhop) Are the Reaſons on which you now 
reject them ſuch as will be ſufficient to ulli 
you to the Face of 60D? 

Being entered ſo far into this important 
Subject, will your Lordſhip permit me to 
advance a Step farther, and to obſerve == 

That it is a mighty Prejudice, with ſome 
Men of Senſe and Conſideration, againft 
CHRISTIANITY, that, as it ſtands exhibited 
in our public Forms, and the Rituals of the 
Church, it carries in it what they think, at 
leaſt, what Unbelievers think, plain Marks 
of Impoſture ; violent and ſtrong Suſpiciont, 
that it could not poſſibly come from Gop, 
For it gives to all its Clergy ſuch high and 

| tranſcendent Powers, as a Gop of infinite 
Wiſdom can never be ſuppoſed to give; 


Powers, which ſet the Clergy far above all 
Kings 
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ng: and Potentates of this World; which 
make it not the Duty only, but the Intereſt of 
2 3 Princes. to bow down before them ; and of the 
JF Þcople to bring err and to lick the * 
at their Feet. 

| CunISTIANITY, my Lord, as it is pro- 
feſſed and praftiſed by your Lordſhip, im- 
parts to all it's Biſhops à Power to give the 
HOLY GHOST : and to all its Prieſts, through 
your Lordſhips Hands, it gives AUTHORITY 
either to FORGIVE, or to RETAIN tbe Sins 
Men commit againſt the MAJEsTY and Laws 
of Heaven. $1N, Divines have taught us, is 
ever to be conſidered as the greateſt of all Evils; 
far more to be dreaded than Sickneſs, Pover- 
ty, Pain or Death. This appears to have 
been the general Sentiment of Mankind, in 
all Ages of the World. Accordingly, what 
=F Sacrifices have not Men made! what Penances 
ſubmitted to! what pilgrimages performed! 
Jo obtain Forgiveneſs . of their Crimes; readily 
offering up, not Hecatombs of Beaſts only and 
Rivers of Oy], but even their own beloved 
AF Children, the Fruit of their Body, for the Sin 
„ their Soul. Now this six, the Object of 
Men's fo juſt and fo direful Apprehenſion, 
WF there is not à Prigſ your Lordſhip ordains, 
but 
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but you give him full Power and Authority. 


from GoD, even in the Name of the Hol 
TRINITY, either # forgive, or t0 retain + 
And to gualifie him for ſo vaſt a Truſt, that 
he may exert properly this impartant Power, 
(for which nothing leſs can ſuffice) you give 
bim the noLY GHosT. 

Receive the nol u GuoiT — Whoſe Sint 
THOU doſt forgive, they are forgiven : and 
toboſe Sins Tm ou deft retain, they are retained : 
in the Name of the FATHER, of the so, and 
of the noLyY GHosT, Amen. 

Theſe are the fupendous Powers, my Lord, 
with which your Lordſhip inveſts, and ſends 
forth into the World, every Prieſt you or- 
dain. And in Conſequence of theſe Potoers, 


in the Viſitation of the Sick, upon the Per- 


ſon's confeſſing, and defiring Ab/olutzon, the 


Prieſt is directed to pronounce, as from the 
Mouth of Almigbiy 60D, this ſolemn Sen- 


tence of REMISSION, 


By the auTHorITY committed unto me, 1 
ABSOLVE thee from ALL THY SINS; in the 
Name of the FATHER, and of the sox, and 


of the HOLY GHOST. 
The Pope, who is, I apprehend, the fil 


Clergyman upon Earth who claims to him- 
ſelf 


en 
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elf this Power; and from and through whom 
Wall Clrgymen, who aſſume it, muſt acknow- 
Wer it derived; his Holineſs, I ſay, ſop- 
| poſing him poſſeſſed of this Power, 9. 
WF io bly demands Homage of all ſecular Po- 
entates, and declares himſelf prince of all 
be Kings of the Earth: And all Potentates 
amd People., who acknowledge this Power, 
moſt rightly pay the Ceremony of the Stir- 
rup and the Slipper, and bow with Venera- 
tion before their Lord God, the Pope. [O] 

But this Power, my Lord, which gives 
the Pope this Preheminence over all Princes 
(and which gives it ng juſtly, if really poſ- 
ſeſſed) is the very ſame (my Lord, I repeat it, 
is the very ſame) which your Lordſhip de- 
clares yourſelf to give to every Prieſt you or- 
ain. For the Power 7o forgive, or to retain 
the Sins of Men, is the very ſame as to have 

phe Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; either to 
pen or ſhut its Gates, If therefore your 
ordſhips, the Biſhops, do, as you moſt ſo- 
emnly profeſs, give this tranſcendent Power ; 
you really conſtitute ſo many Delegates and 
4 high Commiſſioners from Heaven; and autho- 

7 them to diſpenſe its Pardons, or its Curſes 
E amongſt. 


[] This Title he aſſumes, and it is publickly given him. 
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amongſt Men; And what Reverence of 
Revenue will any Man, who loves his Soul, 
think too great to be given to ſuch Cha- 
rafters as theſe! [i] \ 

But if Tufs, my Lord, be Chriftianity— 
is it any Wonder that Chr:i/anity is ridiculed, 
is deſpiſed, 1s railed at, and reviled with very 
little Reſerve? But is not THIS, my Lord, 
Cbriſlianity (I appeal to your Lordſhip's im- 
partial Judgment, and to that of the whole 
World) is not TH1s, Chri/tianity, as it ſtands 
exhibited in the public Forms, and in the 
conſtant Practice of a certain Church ? 

May I be permitted to add — But if to a 
Judgment of the greateſt Candor there ap- 
pears ſtrong Reaſon to preſume, that their 
Lordſhips, the Biſhops of that Church, x Now 
that they have no Power from Almighty 60D 

to 


[ 7] This Doctrine, if believed by the Laiety, ought 4 
to bring them at the Prieſts Feet; as the Ambaſſadors of ll 


Palermo at the Feet of Pope Martin IV. repeating thrice 
theſe Words—Thou that takeft away the Sins of the World, i 


have Mercy upon us ! 2 
« Prophane beyond all Prefaneneſs (ſays Dr. Clarke) is 


ce the Doctrine of thoſe who contend, that the Apoſtles | 3 | 


c themſelves, much leſs that any of their fallible Suc- 8 
cc ceſſors, had a diſcretionary Power of Forgiving or 
« Retaining whoſe Sins they pleaſed.” * Dr. Samuel 
Clarke's Serm. Vol. VIII. Serm. XVII, 
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fo give the Holy Gboft, at the very Time that 
they are profeſſing, with great Solemnity, to 
give him; and, that they have no Authority 
from the ſacred Trinity to ingeſt the Prieſts 
they ordain with Ability to forzve, or fo re- 
tain the Sins of Men, at the very Time that, 
in that great NAME, they are pretending to 
impart it to them; and finally, That the 
Prieſt, at the very Time that, in the Name 
of the HoLY TRINITY, he is authoritatively 
abſolving a Man from the Guilt of ALL 
His SINS, knows in his own Conſcience, that 
he has no Authority from Gop at all to ab- 
ſolve him from any one Sin; If to a Judg- 
ment of the greateſt Candor, my Lord, there 
appears Reaſon thus to think — What Idea 
muſt Men form of the RELIG10N of ſuch 
Actions and ſuch Characters as theſe! What 
Sentiments and Reflections ' muſt naturally 
= ariſe, when one ſees their Lordſbips ſtand 
8 forth, in the Preſence of Almighty cop, and 
before Angels and Men proſeſſing to confer 
Gifts, and to impart ſpiritual and tranſcen- 
dent Powers, if conſcious, at the very Time, 
that the whole Solemnity is mere Parade, 
and that they have no Ability at all to give 
them! What marvel if, in the Indignation 
E 2 ſuch 


636) 
ſuch a Sight muſt inſpire, cuRISTIAITv 
be abhorred by Perſons, already not prejus 
diced in its favour, or at all kindly diſpoſed 
to it; and treated as an erratit Cheat; and 
its Miniſters as Impoſtors, ſent out with Mock- 
Powers to terrify, to delude, and to enſlave 
the Souls of Men! 

But Cbri/tianity, Gop be praiſed, Scrip- 
ture-Chriſtianity is quite free from this Re- 
proach, A Power 70 forgive or to retain 
Sins, it gave only to the Twelve Apeſtles, 
the Founders of the Chriſtian Church; and, 
to qualify them for this Truſt, they were 
actually inſpired and filled with the noLy 
GHOST 3 they had the Gift of diſcerning 
Spirits; could miraculouſly ſmite incorrigible 
Offenders with Diſeaſes or Death, as, they 
did Elymas the Sorcerer? Ananias and Sap- 
plira; and thus retained or bound their Sins 
upon them: And they had Power alſo mi- 
raculouſly to caſt out Devils, and to heal all 
Manner of Diſeaſes, and thus forgave or re- 
leaſed Men from the Penalty of their Sins. 

But as this Power, ſince the Apuſlolic Age, 
is ceaſed, (by all Proteſtants acknowledged to 
be ceaſed) from the Church; and nothing 


but the miraculous Operation of the noLyY 
GHOST 


(37) 


nose can poſſibly impart it, or qualify a 
perſon for it; How ſtrange beyond Expreſs 


fion, that amidſt the great Piety and Learn- 


W ing, which its keeneſt Adverſaries muſt con- 
W {6G to ſubſiſt in the Church, a Pretenſion fo 


extravagant, not to ſay profane, ſhould ſtill 
maintain a Place 3 

What adds, my Lord, exceedingly to the 
Strangeneſs of the Caſe, is; that this Form 
of Ordaining Prieſts — Receive the Hol x 
*© GHosT — Whoſe Sins thou for gi veſt, tbey 
ce are forgiven, &c.” was never uſed, never 
known in the Cbriſtian Church for the firſt 
Thouſand Years; was never attempted to bs 
introduced till the Eleventh or Twelfth Cen- 
tury: which every one knows to be a Period 


Jof the deepeſt Darkneſs, Stupidity and Op- 


preſſion the Church ever felt, 
Morinus, a learned Prieft, [&] has pub- 


liſhed Sixteen of the moſt antient Rituals, 
Wor Forms of Ordination uſed in the Church, 


rom - the carliſt Ages of Chriſtianity in 


© which any ſuch are found. In the ſeveral 
WF Changes and Additions under which theſe 


Forms 


Ci De Ordin. Sacr. See a Vindication of the Ordi- 


nation of the Church of E Biſhop Burnet. 
* Printed 1688. — * 
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(38) | 
Forms have ſucceſſively paſt, is ſeen, how the 
Spirit of Superſtition gradually wrought: [I 
Every Age adding ſome ridiculous Rite, or 
extravagant Claim, to the Inventions of the 
former, till it grew to the preſent enormous 
Maſs in the Roman Pontifical, 


But it is extremely obſervable, my Lord, 
that in not one of the firſt Fifteen, (from 
the Fi/th to the Twelfth Century) doth the 
Form now nſed — *© Receive the Hol * 
enosT, whoſe Sint, &c.” appear. It is in 
the oft only, the Sixteenth, (which Morinus 
takes to be but about 300 Years old) which 

aſſumes 


II] In the Ordination of a Zip — The Anointing 
the Head, and Hands, and Thumb with Oyl — The 
lying the Goſpel on his Head — The Gloves— The 
Sandals — The Ring— The Staff — The Dalmatica (a 
Veſtment like a Croſs) — The Mitre — The Inthroni- | £ 
zation, or ſeating him in his Chair — moſt of which are 
attended with reſpective Collects or Prayers.— 4 

In the Ordination of a Prieft — The Blefling and 
Conſecration of his Hands — The Anointing them with 3 5 of 
Oyl — Then Anointing his Head with Prayer — Then an 
the ſacred Veſtment given with a ſolemn, Benedition-> de. 
Then the ſacred Veſſels, the Patten with the Hoſties, 2 W £2 
and the Chalice with the Wine, are given with theſe 
Words, Receive Thon Power to offer Sacrifice, 8c, 3 
Then the Biſhop makes a Croſs in his Hands with Oyl MW 
and Chriſm : Then Jays his Hands on the Prieſts, and 
ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt : whoſe Sins, &c. | 


(39) 
aſſumes to itſelf this Power : Yea amidſt the 


Pride and Intoxication of this corrupteſt 
State of the Church, there ſeems to haye ſo 


much Senſe and Modeſty remained, as to 


make it boggle at a Claim fo extravagant as 
this: For the learned Prieſt obſerves, that 
in tuo other Pontificals, of the ſame Age, 
this Form — Receive the BoLY GHOST, &Cc., 
was not found. 
And is this extravagant Pretenſion, my 
Lord, which the Church of Rome, amidſt 
all its Pride and Wantonneſs of Superſtition, 
from the Fifth to the Twelfth Century, never 
preſumed to make, now openly avowed and 
adopted by ou x Church! This Plant, which 


# ſprung up from the moſt dreggy and pol- 


luted State which even the Papacy ever ſaw 
is it not only received into this enlightened, _ 
this reformed, this noble Part of the Chri/tian 


Vineyard, but here ſuffered to take Root, 
to flouriſh greatly, and to grow! May 60D 


in Mercy awaken a Spirit of Integrity and 
3 of Fortitude in all whom it may concern : 
[ and wipe from the Chriſtian Name the 


deep Scandal and Reproach it' uarighteoully 


1 3 E ſuffers! 


Is | 


( 49) 

Is there no Room, my Lord, to appre- 
hend the Diſpleaſure of Almighty cop at 
the repreſenting CHRISTIANITY in fo in- 
Jurious a Light? were the Men of Bethſhe- 
meth ſmitten with Death for looking pre- 
fornptuouſly into the Ark; [m] and Uzza 
for ſtretching out his Hand to ſupport it; I] 
and Ananias and Sappbira for lying to the 
HOLY GHOST ? [o] And can the Name of 
cop, and the ever-bleſſed TRINITY ; and 
the Doctrines, the Rites and Sacraments of 
CHRISTIANITY ; be trifled with, and pro- 
fancd, and proſtituted to purpoſes of worldly 
Intereſt and Ambition, without Danger of 
Divine Reſentment? Is there not a Time 
coming, when HEAVEN will viſit for theſe 

Things 2 [pl 


The 


In] t Sam. vi. 19. In] 2 Sam. vi. 7. [0] Acts v. 5. 

[p] It was the Complaint of the late excellent Biſhop 
Burnet, (and there are many others, no doubt, of my 
Lords the Biſhops, who can ſincerely make the ſame,) 
that the EMBER WEEKS were the Burden and Grief of 
his Life ; and that the Things that he was then called to 
ſce and to perform, with Regard to the Candidates who 
came to be ordained, did often tear his Heart, and pier- 
ced his Soul, and made him cry out, Oh that I had the 
Wings of a Dove! Paſtoral Care. Preface to the third 
Edition. 


(47) 

The Signs of the Times ſeems ſtrongly to 
prognoſticate ſome approaching great Events. 
Mebsiſtianity is now paſſing a ſtrict Examina- 
f tion: it ſhuns not, but invites the moſt cri- 
ical Search. The Conſequence of this Search, 
there is little Queſtion, will be, that Superſti- 
ion muſt totter ; and that all Claims and Pre- 
tenſions of a ſpiritual Kind, not founded on 
4 745, nor ſupported by Right, muſt fall be- 
fore the Axe laid at the Root, But, whilſt 
be Tares are plucking up, there is Danger leſt 
he Wheat be alſo deſtroyed with them. 

The Freedom of Thinking, in which the 
preſent Age glories, is, indeed, diſſipating 
pace the Charm of ſpiritual Sorcery, by 
which the Underſtandings and Conſciences of 
1 he former were enthralled : But it is too na- 
ne oral to the human Mind to run into Ex- 
remes; and having broke from the Chains of 


Y 
op 1 gloomy Superſtition, to ruſh headlong into the 
ny ids of diſconſolate Infidelity. Into thoſe 
85 6 4 eſolate Wilds Multitudes of all Ranks, both 
P bigh and low Life, are ſeen crouding with 
ho Waſte, And it ſeems, my Lord, to require 
90 S/1rit of Prophecy to fay—wHITHER theſe 


gs tend! and what their end will be! A 
mall Degree of Foreſight ſeems ſufficient to 
F | ſee, 


( 42 ) 
ſee, that they haſtily and directly tend to the 
utter Demolition, not only of the preſent eccle- E 
flaſtical Syſtem, but of all ef abliſbed Forms Wi 
and Offices of Religion; — That the ſceptical 
and looſe Principles which fpread through the 
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1 Land are the dangerous Artillery, which ihe i 
1 Enemy is playing upon the High-places and 1 
i the Strong-bolds of the Church; that, there» 
fore, Prudence ſtrongly dictates, that we not 
W only deſert, but level, what are called the Out- 
. works, which we know to be untenable ; and 
th call in every friendly Hand, to unite as one 
ih Body, in the common Defence. : 
1 It was, perhaps, with little leſs than a pro- 
"i phetic Spirit that a very learned and _— 4 
ö h l Prelate has lately expreſſed his Wiſh, That ay 
[3 [ * ſomething was done to convince the World, | her, 
"Wk * that the Clergy of the Church are not averſe | , ie pi 
iy #1 © to a Reformation of ſome Parts of her Pub. i an 
ful 1 * /ic Service: Since, otherwiſe, they may give = e di 
ö « Offence by their Obſtinacy and ſeeming In- ach 
| 4 & fallibility ; and if a Storm ſhould ariſe, may 1 p: 
of run a Riſque of having the Tree torn up by ſe 
wy © the Roots, which they might have ſavel i hoſe 
17 10 W a little Pruning.” [y] ; ehe 
The 4 det 


[2] Eſſay on Spirit, Preface pag. 53. Z 


1 
£ 


(43) 


= The Period, my Lord, ſeems near approach 
Woe, in which be Angel is commanded to thruft 
his ſharp Sickle, and to gather the Cluſters 
==» he Vine of the Earth (i. e. of the mundane 
r worldly cyurcn) becauſe ber Grapes are 
yy ripe. [7] A Diſpoſition ſeems moving 
n all Nations around us, in Nations where 
could leaſt be expected to appear, to 
rutinize and retrench the exorbitant Claims 
Ind Revenues of the cuvrcn; and to 
Wemand ſome of the immenſe ſuperfluous 
ealth of that opulent Ally for the preſ- 
Goo Exigences of the STATE. And if in 
Countries where Popery reigns, in all its Ri- 
or, theſe Retrenchments are made ; what 
ay not juſtly be expected in ANOTHER, 
— : here Di/ſoluteneſs and Want of Principle (as 
/erſe We pious Biſhop above obſerves) ſpreads wide- 
Pub. amongſt the higher Ranks ; whilſt the lower 
give | 1 e divided into numerous Sects, not zealouſly 
In- F ached to the Pomp of the eſtabliſhed Wor- 

may p: and whilſt the Emiſſaries from Rome 
p by ſeducing Thouſands into their Tents ; all 
ſaved hoſe Power and Cunning will be exerted 

* the utmoſt, on the leaſt inviting Occaſion, 
The h demoliſh the roxTREss, whoſe Artillery 
3 F 2 hath 
[4] Rev. xiv. 14. 
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perſtition to its antient Grandeur again. 


Bottom is like to ſtand firm, and to fuſtain 4 


op, and your Country, and the Intereſt cl 1 


( 44 ) 


bath ſeverely galled them, and upon whoſe i 
Ruins they hope to raiſe their exploded Su- 


Is there any more likely Way to procure 
a Lengthening of Tranquility, than, as the WI 
Prophet adviſes, 10 break off Iniquity by 
Righteouſneſs : to correct Miſtakes; to fup-i 
ply Deficiencies ; to remove the Rocks upon 
which the Integrity of Thouſands hath been 
miſerably wrecked ; to demoliſh ſeparating 
Walls; and to extend the Arms of the 
Church, as wide as thoſe of cuR1sT and thef 1 

Apoſles were extended. That Church olan 
which is built upon this catholic and wide 3 


4 


3 


the ſhock of filing Storms, 

Having trefpaſſed, I fear, too far upon youll 
Lordſhip's Patience already, I add no mort 
at preſent — But that as your Lordſhip ha 
the Glory of ſtanding in the firſt Rank of the 
Defenders of our holy faith; and with irre 
ſiſtible Force hath pleaded the Cauſe d 
CHRISTIANITY againſt its avowed Enemies 
ſo there is a ſervice yet behind, to which 


Religion ſeem loudly to call you fort 
CHRISTIANITY, my Lord, lies bleeding of oY 
Wounds it hath received in the Houſe of A 

Friend: 


ſup-i 
pon 
been 
(ting I 


7 
the 
4 


= 


| the 3 
Wn 
(tain 1 

3 
your 
not 


ha 


f the 


irre- 
e 0 


(45) 


Friends ;- wounds by far the moſt dange- 
rous of any it ſuffers: There are few Per- 
ſors living more able than your Lordſhip to 
cloſe up theſe Wounds, and to apply an 
healing Hand, The high Reverence and 
Eſteem in which your Lordſhip is juſtly. heid 
by all Ranks of the Clergy will give a Weight 
and Succeſs to any ſalutary Counſels your 
Lordſhip may propoſe, not ſo eaſy to be 
obtained from any other Quarter, Through 
the Favour of Heaven, we are bleſſed with 
a Government, which, there is Reaſon to 
believe, needs but to be petitioned by thoſe 
who have the Adminiſtration of ſpiritual 
Afairs to eaſe them of any Grievances, to 
ſupply any Defects, and to alter or reform 
whatever in the preſent Syſtem may need to 
be reformed, ; 

That your Lordſhip may have the un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction in Life, the Conſola- 
tion at Death, and the Glory in a future 
dtate of having exerted with all the Reſolu- 
tion and Zeal of a Chriſtian Biſhop the great 
Power Gop hath given you.—That when 


your Lordſhip ſhall ſoon ſtand (as it muſt, my 
Lord, be very ſoon) before the ſupreme 


PASTOR, to render an Account of your high 
Station 


- . a} 
Station in his Church, it may appear to your 
everlaſting Honour, that you were ready, not 
to 7:/que only, but even to ſacrifice every 
worldly Intereſt, to reſcue the Chriftian 
Name from the Reproach you ſaw it ſuffer, 
prays with great Sincerity, 


Your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, &c. 


A CHRISTIAN. 


s TS CA TP 


R. Stebbing, in his late Iaſtruc ions of 

a Pariſh Miniſter, Part II. owns, — 

That the Doctrine of Sacerdotal Abſolution has 
no Foundation in Scripture, —* That ſome of 
« the Methods practiſed in the primitive 
© Church, with Regard to reſtoring Peni- 
e tents, have very much the Air of a Farce. 
That for the ficſt Thouſand Years the 
„Forms 
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(47) 
Forms of Ab/olution ran all in the Form of 
a Prayer, and not in the Form of a peremp- 
WF tory definitive Sentence, as it now ſtands in 
“ the popiſh Forms, and in one of our own 
« Forms, from them (Viſitation of the Sick.) 
The pcpiſb Form of Ordination alſo,” the 
learned Doctor obſerves, © is retained in the 
Church of England, Theſe two Forms are 
relative to each other, and cannot ſtand ſe- 
We © parately : for the one conveys the Power 
which the other exerciſeth; and they are 
WT <© NoveELTiIEs alike—And it is very much to 
be wiſhed that they were both properly al- 
= © tered, Diſſenters would find leſs Matter for 
Cenſure, and Infidels for profane Rillery.” 
= © The late Biſhop Bull, he ſays, who was 
* one of the ableſt Scholars, the ſtancheſt 
= © Churchmen, and the beſt Chriſtians of his 
Time, when he was upon his Death-bed, 
= © refuſed to have this Form read: and ordered 
(the Miniſter that attended him, to uſe that 
3 Form which ſtands in the Office for the 
F< boly Communion in its ſtead.” 
The worthy De#or © freely blames thoſe 
We © who graſp at the Shadow of an Authority, 
W © which in Truth and Subſtance we muſt all 
** renounce, What elſe do we, when we pre- 
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(48) 

& end to abſolve Conſcience? We may uſe att 
* hundred Diſtinctions, if we pleaſe : We may 
* fay that the Abſolution is not authoritative 
* but declaratory ; or, that it is not fudicia 
* but miniſterial; But if you would ſpeak 
* to be underſtood, you muſt ſay, that, with 
* Reſpect to any real internal Effect, it i 
* NOTHING); and you will ſpeak Truth too? 
&« For all the reſt, if you will preſerve to 60D 
t his Prerogative to forgive Sin, are Wordy 
« without Meaning,” Vid. pag. 37, 38, 39 
31, 52. | 

Yet at this Shadow every Clergyman in 
England preſumptuouſly graſps! claiming 
publickly this Authority which is the ſole Pre- 
rogative of God! But if the Abſolution, as 
to any real Effect, be acknowledged to be 
NOTHING ; what muſt the public Claim and 
Avowal of it be, but infinitely worſe than 
NOTHING! — What it is I forbear to ſay, 
The Enemies of Chriſtianity will with info 
ing Pleaſure tell | 
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